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ABSTRACT 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the Principal architect of the Indian Constitution, was a visionary 

economist and advocate for agrarian justice. His contributions to rural development, often 

overshadowed by his work in social justice and constitutional law, remain relevant in 

contemporary India. This paper examines Ambedkar's blueprint for agrarian transformation, 

highlighting his advocacy for equitable land distribution, state ownership of agricultural 

resources, and cooperative farming to promote economic democracy. Drawing on a 

theoretical framework combining Ambedkar's ideas with Rawlsian justice and Amartya Sen's 

capability approach, this study investigates the intersection of caste, land, and rural 

inequality. The analysis draws on secondary data from government sources, academic 

literature, and Ambedkar's original works. 

The findings reveal structural disparities, particularly landlessness among Scheduled Castes 

and Tribes, and inadequate post-independence policies to achieve Ambedkar's vision. By 

comparing his proposals with current agrarian issues, including farmer suicides and 

unsustainable farming practices, the paper advocates for rural development policies aligned 

with Ambedkar's principles. This study proposes solutions including effective land 

redistribution, cooperative farming revitalization, and incorporation of Ambedkar's justice 

framework into policy-making and rural education. The paper argues that Ambedkar's 

agrarian ideals align with constitutional mandates while presenting a sustainable, inclusive 

approach to rural upliftment in 21st-century India. 

Keywords: Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, Agrarian Justice, Rural Development, Sustainable Farming, 

Land Reforms, Economic Democracy, Cooperative Farming, Social Equity. 

INTRODUCTION 

Ambedkar viewed agriculture not as an isolated economic activity but as a social institution 

intricately linked to caste, class, and systemic inequalities. In his writings and speeches, he 

was clear in condemning the exploitative nature of Indian villages, famously declaring that 

“the village is the sink of localism, a den of ignorance, narrow-mindedness and 

communalism.” 

Contrary to romanticized Gandhian ideals of self-sufficient village republics, Ambedkar 

advocated for state-led modernization of agriculture, the abolition of intermediaries like 

zamindars, and the redistribution of land to landless laborers. His vision aligned more with 

the principles of economic rationality, justice, and human dignity. 

Need for the Study 

India's agrarian sector faces structural and historical inequalities rooted in caste and class 

hierarchies. Despite decades of policy interventions, landlessness among marginalized 

communities persists, and agricultural productivity remains unsustainable. As debates on 



National Research Journal of Information Technology & Information Science                            ISSN: 2350-1278  

Volume No: 12, Issue No: 2, Year: 2025 (July- December)               Peer Reviewed & Refereed Journal (IF: 7.9) 

PP: 304-308                                             Journal Website www.nrjitis.in  

Published By: National Press Associates  Page 305 
© Copyright @ Authors 

rural reform continue, revisiting Ambedkar’s vision provides a roadmap for justice-oriented 

agrarian transformation. 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

 To critically analyze the role of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in shaping India’s rural and 

agrarian development policies. 

 To assess the relevance of his economic philosophy in present-day sustainable 

farming. 

 To identify the socio-economic challenges faced by marginalized farmers today. 

 To suggest Ambedkar policy frameworks for inclusive rural development. 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Desai, A.R. (1979). Peasant Struggles in India – Documents the historical neglect of small 

farmers, echoing the issues Ambedkar critiqued decades earlier. 

Jodhka, S. (2012). Caste and Power: Agrarian Perspectives – Offers a critical look at land 

ownership patterns and rural social structures, which Ambedkar also addressed. 

Omvedt, G. (2004). Ambedkar: Towards an Enlightened India – Omvedt emphasizes 

Ambedkar’s rational and scientific approach toward social and rural reform. 

Teltumbde, A. (2010). The Persistence of Caste – Highlights the caste dynamics in 

agriculture, aligning with Ambedkar’s critique of village-based caste hierarchies. 

Thorat, S. (2007). Caste, Social Exclusion and Poverty Linkages – Explores economic 

inequality in rural India, especially among Scheduled Castes and Tribes. 

METHODOLOGY 

This study follows a qualitative, analytical approach based on secondary data. The sources 

include:  

Analysis of Ambedkar’s original writings (States and Minorities, Constituent Assembly 

Debates) 

Review of secondary literature: books, peer-reviewed journals, and government reports 

Analysis of rural development and agricultural data from: 

 NSSO surveys 

 NITI Aayog reports 

 Ministry of Agriculture publications 

 World Bank and FAO databases for comparative insight. 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

This study is grounded in Ambedkar’s concept of economic democracy, which advocates for 

equal access to land, resources, and opportunities. His vision intersects with: 

 Rawls' Theory of Justice (1971): Emphasis on distributive justice. 

 Amartya Sen’s Capability Approach (1999): Development as expansion of 

freedoms. 
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 Marxist Agrarian Critique: Analysis of class and caste exploitation in feudal 

systems. 

 These frameworks contextualize Ambedkar’s proposals as both radical and 

scientifically grounded. 

DR. AMBEDKAR’S PERSPECTIVE ON AGRICULTURE AND RURAL LIFE 

Land Reforms and Economic Democracy 

In States and Minorities (1947), Ambedkar proposed the nationalization of agriculture with 

collective farming under the state’s control. He emphasized that land, like other key 

resources, should be publicly owned to prevent concentration of wealth and promote equal 

access. These ideas prefigured many of the land reform debates that India would later engage 

in during the 1950s and 60s. 

Ambedkar’s model of "Economic Democracy" extended political rights into the economic 

sphere, suggesting that without equitable access to land and resources, democracy would 

remain incomplete. He proposed the following: 

 State ownership of agricultural land and its lease to cooperatives 

 Prevention of landlordism and tenancy exploitation 

 Rational use of agricultural resources and modernization through technology 

These suggestions, though radical, laid the groundwork for thinking about agriculture as a 

public good. 

Sustainable Development: An Ambedkar’s Perspective 

While the term “sustainability” was not part of Ambedkar’s lexicon, his principles of equity, 

decentralization, and state responsibility align closely with modern sustainable development 

goals (SDGs). His focus on scientific agriculture, education for farmers, and labor rights 

resonates with the following SDG themes: 

SDG 1: No Poverty 

SDG 2: Zero Hunger 

SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities 

SDG 15: Life on Land 

Ambedkar also understood the importance of integrating social justice into development 

frameworks. His approach did not see sustainability merely as ecological balance but as a 

balance of human, environmental, and economic justice. 

Challenges to Implementing Ambedkar’s Agrarian Vision 

Despite the moral and intellectual clarity of his proposals, several factors hindered the 

adoption of Ambedkar’s agrarian reforms: 

 Political opposition from landed elites 

 Institutional inertia post-independence 

 Ideological divergence with dominant Gandhian and Nehruvian models 

 Limited representation of marginalized voices in policy-making 
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Even today, landlessness remains disproportionately high among Dalits and Adivasis, a stark 

reminder of the unrealized goals of Ambedkar’s vision. 

Contemporary Relevance and Policy Reflections 

In light of current agricultural crises ranging from farmer suicides, ecological degradation, 

and the corporatization of farming, Ambedkar’s framework offers valuable correctives: 

Land Redistribution: Reviving the idea of land as a public resource can help combat rural 

inequality. 

Cooperative Farming Models: Encouraging collective and cooperative ownership for small 

and marginal farmers. 

Agro-Education and Technology: Investing in rural education with a focus on sustainable 

agriculture practices. 

Minimum Support and Market Access: Ensuring state-backed support systems and fair 

markets, especially for marginalized farmers. 

Constitutional Perspective 

Ambedkar’s agrarian vision finds resonance in several constitutional provisions: 

 Article 38: Mandates the State to secure a social order based on justice. 

 Article 39(b): Calls for equitable distribution of resources. 

 Article 46: Promotes educational and economic interests of Scheduled Castes and 

Tribes. 

His draft in States and Minorities (1947) envisioned state ownership of key resources and 

equitable farming models, ideas still radical by today’s standards. 

PROBLEM FINDINGS 

Landlessness Among Marginalized Groups: NSSO data (2019) shows that over 60% of Dalit 

households do not own cultivable land. 

Caste-Based Exploitation in Villages: Rural caste hierarchies continue to determine access to 

credit, land, and market opportunities. 

Failure of Cooperative and Collective Farming: Despite Ambedkar’s advocacy, collective 

farming was not seriously pursued post-independence. 

Pie Chart Demonstration: 

 
Figure 1: Estimated Agricultural Land Ownership by Caste in Rural India (Source: National Sample Survey Office [NSSO], 2019) 
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PROPOSED SOLUTIONS AND POLICY DIRECTIONS 

 Implement land ceiling laws effectively with redistribution to SC/ST farmers. 

 Strengthen cooperative farming through credit, training, and infrastructure 

support. 

 Integrate Ambedkar’s rural justice principles into state development policies. 

 Promote Agro-based rural industries to reduce dependency on land. 

 Digitize land records and ensure transparency in rural land governance. 

CONCLUSION 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s agrarian philosophy was rooted in justice, equity, and rational planning. 

In today’s context of climate change, farmer suicides, and landless rural masses, his vision is 

more relevant than ever. 

His contributions to agricultural and rural development reveal a radical and transformative 

blueprint rooted in social justice and equity. His emphasis on state responsibility, scientific 

rationality, and dismantling caste-based hierarchies offers a roadmap for addressing the 

pressing challenges of rural India. Revisiting and implementing Ambedkar's vision can lead 

to a more inclusive, sustainable, and dignified life for India’s rural population, an essential 

step in fulfilling the constitutional promise he helped craft. 

Policymakers must revisit Ambedkar’s collective farming and state-led redistribution models. 

A curriculum on agrarian justice should be introduced in rural development programs. 

Grassroots cooperatives should receive legal and financial support. 
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